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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a viewfinder 
optical system, and more particularly to a viewfinder 
optical system suitable for use in an optical apparatus, 
such as a video camera, a digital camera or the like, 
arranged to enable a viewfinder image (object image) 
formed as an inverted real image by an objective lens to 
be observed as a non-inverted erecting viewfinder image 
by utilizing an image inverting unit as appropriately 
set . 

Description of Related Art 

Heretofore, in viewfinder systems for optical 
apparatuses, such as photographic cameras and video 
cameras, there have been proposed a variety of viewfinder 
optical systems of the real image type in which a real 
image formed on a primary image forming plane by an 
objective lens is converted into an erecting image and 
the erecting image is viewed through an eyepiece lens. 
Such a viewfinder optical system of the real image type 
makes it easier to reduce the size of the whole optical 
system than a viewfinder optical system of the virtual 
image type. Therefore, these days, the viewfinder 
optical system of the real image type is widely used in 
cameras having zoom lenses. 

A viewfinder optical system of the real image 
type using a Porro prism for forming a non-inverted 
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erecting image has such a tendency that a part of the 
Porro prism protrudes in the height (up-and-down) 
direction and the width (right-and-left) direction of an 
optical apparatus according to the external form of the 
Porro prism, thereby enlarging the whole viewfinder 
system. In order to shorten the total lens length of a 
viewfinder optical system according to a decrease in size 
and thickness of the whole camera, in Japanese Laid-Open 
Patent Application No. Hei 6-167739 (corresponding to 
U.S. Patent No. 5,640,632), there is disclosed a small- 
sized viewfinder optical system in which an optical path 
leading to a primary image forming plane on which an 
object image is formed by an objective lens is bent by a 
reflecting surface and the primary image forming plane is 
thus formed inside an image inverting unit. 

Fig. 30 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a conventional viewfinder optical system using a 
prism and a roof prism for bending an optical path 
leading to a primary image forming plane. In Fig. 30, 
reference character OL denotes an objective lens, and 
reference character P denotes a prism for forming a non- 
inverted erecting image. The prism P is composed of a 
first prism PI and a second prism (roof prism) P2 . 
Reference character S denotes a field frame, which is 
disposed within a narrow space across which an exit 
surface 13 of the first prism PI and an entrance surface 
21 of the second prism P2 are opposed to each other. A 
viewfinder image formed as an inverted real image by the 



- 3 - 



objective lens OL is formed in the vicinity of the field 
frame S through the first prism PI. Reference character 
EL denotes an eyepiece lens, which is used for observing 
a non-inverted erecting viewfinder image into which the 
inverted real viewfinder image formed in the vicinity of 
the field frame S is converted through the second prism 
P2. 

In the viewfinder optical system shown in Fig. 
30, if it is designed to increase an angle of field, it 
is necessary to enlarge the second prism P2, so that 
there is a tendency for the size of the camera to 
increase in the thickness (depth) direction thereof. 
Meanwhile, in the viewfinder optical system, the focal 
length "fe" of the eyepiece lens corresponds to the 
length from the image forming position to the eyepiece 
lens. Then, assuming that the focal length of the 
objective lens is denoted by "fo", the viewfinder 
magnification y is expressed by the following equation: 
Y = fo/ f e 

Accordingly, if the second prism P2 is enlarged so as to 
increase an angle of field, an optical path from the 
image forming position to the eyepiece lens EL becomes 
longer. 

Thus, the focal length "fe TI of the eyepiece lens 
EL becomes longer to decrease the viewfinder 
magnification y, so that it becomes difficult to observe 
a good viewfinder image. 

With regard to an image inverting unit which is 
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small in size and is capable of enlarging an angle of 
view and a viewfinder magnification, for example, in 
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. Hei 8-179400 
and Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No, Hei 10- 
206933, there is disclosed a viewfinder optical system in 
which two prisms are disposed with an air gap put at a 
minute interval therebetween. 

Figs. 31 and 32 show the basic construction of a 
viewfinder optical system of the real image type using a 
prism and a roof prism for bending an optical path 
leading to a primary image forming plane, which 
construction is similar to that disclosed in Japanese 
Laid-Open Patent Application No. Hei 10-206933. In Figs. 
31 and 32, reference character OL denotes an objective 
lens, and reference character P denotes a prism for 
forming a non-inverted erecting image. The prism P is 
composed of a first prism Pll and a second prism (roof 
prism) P12, and an exit surface 111 of the first prism PI 
and an entrance surface 121 of the second prism P2 are 
disposed, in parallel, with a minute air gap "d" put 
therebetween. Reference character S denotes a field 
frame, which is disposed in the vicinity of an exit 
surface 123 of the second prism P2 (on a primary image 
forming plane) . A viewfinder image formed as an inverted 
real image by the objective lens OL is converted, through 
a roof reflecting surface 122 of the second prism P12, 
into a non-inverted erecting image, which is formed in 
the vicinity of the field frame S. Reference character 
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EL denotes an eyepiece lens, which is used for observing 
the non-inverted erecting viewfinder image formed in the 
vicinity of the field frame S through the second prism 
P12. 

In the construction shown in Figs. 31 and 32, a 
light flux coming from the objective lens OL passes 
through the exit surface 111 of the first prism Pll and 
the entrance surface 121 of the second prism P12 and is 
then image-inverted and reflected once toward the object 
side by the roof reflecting surface 122. The reflected 
light flux is further totally-reflected by the entrance 
surface 121 of the second prism P12, so that a viewfinder 
image is formed on the primary image forming plane in the 
vicinity of the exit surface 123 of the second prism P12. 
A reflecting member Ml is arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the primary image forming plane to lead 
the reflected light flux to the eyepiece lens EL. 

In the conventional viewfinder optical system 
shown in Figs. 31 and 32, the exit surface 111 of the 
first prism Pll and the entrance surface 121 of the 
second prism P12 are decentered with respect to the 
optical axis of the objective lens OL or the eyepiece 
lens EL. Further, in order to cause a light flux 
reflected from the roof reflecting surface 122 of the 
second prism P12 to be totally reflected by the entrance 
surface 121 of the second prism P12, i.e., in order to 
utilize the entrance surface 121 of the second prism P12 
both for transmission and reflection, the exit surface 
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Ill of the first prism Pll and the entrance surface 121 
of the second prism P12 are disposed, almost in parallel, 
with the minute air gap "d" put therebetween, as shown in 
Fig. 32. 

Therefore, as shown in Fig. 32, rays of light 
indicated by solid lines have the respective angles of 
refraction which differ according to the positions at 
which the rays pass through the exit surface 111 of the 
first prism Pll or according to the angles of incidence 
of the rays on the exit surface 111 of the first prism 
Pll. Accordingly, an optical path length possible within 
the minute air gap "d" becomes, for example, the length 
al or a2 (al < a2) . Therefore, astigmatism, coma, etc., 
become varying with right and left sides of a view field, 
so that it becomes difficult to observe a good viewfinder 
image . 

In addition, as rays of light indicated by 
dashed lines, the surface reflection occurs between the 
exit surface 111 of the first prism Pll and the entrance 
surface 121 of the second prism P12. As indicated by the 
routes of those rays, a ray reflected by the entrance 
surface 121 of the second prism P12 is further reflected 
by the exit surface 111 of the first prism Pll and is 
then made to enter the entrance surface 121 of the second 
prism P12, thereby becoming a ghost of the ordinary ray 
indicated by a solid line, so that a double image would 
be formed. Therefore, the conventional viewfinder 
optical system has such an disadvantage as to lower the 
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optical performance thereof. 

Further, such a ghost makes the width of a 
double image vary, as tl or t2 (tl < t2) , according to 
the angle of incidence of a ray on the exit surface 111 
of the first prism Pll. For example, even if a ghost of 
the double image width tl is within a permissible range 
because the air gap "d" is minute, a ghost of the double 
image width t2 is conspicuous . Thus, there is a problem 
that a difference in the double image occurs between the 
right and left sides of a view field. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
viewfinder optical system capable of making a good 
viewfinder image to be observed over the whole range of a 
field of view when an object image formed via an 
objective lens unit is converted, by utilizing an image 
inverting unit, into a non-inverted erecting image to be 
observed through an eyepiece lens unit. 

To attain the above object, in accordance with 
an aspect of the invention, there is provided a 
viewfinder optical system, which comprises an objective 
lens unit, an image inverting unit for converting an 
object image formed via the objective lens unit into a 
non-inverted erecting image, and an eyepiece lens unit 
for observing the non-inverted erecting image, wherein 
the image inverting unit comprises a first transparent 
body and a second transparent body which are disposed 
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with an interval put therebetween, the second transparent 
body having only a function of transmitting a ray of 
light, and wherein the interval between the first 
transparent body and the second transparent body is not 
uniform. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, at least one 
of a surface of the first transparent body and a surface 
of the second transparent body which are opposite to each 
other is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light, and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
transparent body has a second entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, and a transmission surface disposed at an acute 
angle with the second entrance surface, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the transmission 
surface and the first entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the transmission surface 
to enter the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the first 
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entrance surface toward the first entrance surface, a 
total-reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface to exit, and the image inverting 
unit further comprises a reflecting member arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the exit surface toward 
the eyepiece lens unit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the second transparent body 
has a second entrance surface for transmitting a light 
flux coming from the reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and the first transparent body consists 
of a first entrance surface disposed with the interval 
put between the transmission surface and the first 
entrance surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the transmission surface to enter the first 
entrance surface, a reflecting surface arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 



- 10 - 



surface toward the first entrance surface, a total- 
reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface to exit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, a total-reflection surface arranged to totally 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the total-reflection surface toward the 
total-reflection surface, and an exit surface provided at 
a part of the total-reflection surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the reflecting surface to 
exit, the second transparent body has a second entrance 
surface disposed with the interval put between the exit 
surface and the second entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the exit surface to enter 
the second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
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the second entrance surface to exit, and the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the transmission surface to lead the reflected light 
flux to the eyepiece lens unit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the first transparent body 
consists of a first entrance surface for transmitting a 
light flux coming from the reflecting member, a total- 
reflection surface arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface, a reflecting 
surface arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface toward the total-reflection 
surface, and an exit surface provided at a part of the 
total-reflection surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and the 
second transparent body has a second entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the exit surface 
and the second entrance surface and arranged to allow a 
light flux coming from the exit surface to enter the 
second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 



- 12 - 



surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the second entrance surface to exit to the eyepiece lens 
unit . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a surface 
symmetrical with respect to a given direction. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a cylindrical 
surface having a predetermined curvature in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis and having no curvature with 
respect to a direction of the X axis. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a toric surface 
in which a curvature in a plane perpendicular to the X 
axis differs from a curvature in a plane perpendicular to 

the Y axis. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a surface having 
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two curvatures in a plane perpendicular to the X axis and 
having no curvature with respect to a direction of the X 
axis . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface has no axis of 
rotational symmetry. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member is made from a transparent 
body. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the interval 
between a surface of the first transparent body and a 
surface of the second transparent body which are opposite 
to each other varies monotonically . 
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According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, each of the 
surface of the first transparent body and the surface of 
the second transparent body which are opposite to each 
other is a plane surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light, and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
transparent body has a second entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, and a transmission surface disposed at an acute 
angle with the second entrance surface, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the transmission 
surface and the first entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the transmission surface 
to enter the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the first 
entrance surface toward the first entrance surface, a 
total-reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
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total-reflection surface to exit, and the image inverting 
unit further comprises a reflecting member arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the exit surface toward 
the eyepiece lens unit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the second transparent body 
has a second entrance surface for transmitting a light 
flux coming from the reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and the first transparent body consists 
of a first entrance surface disposed with the interval 
put between the transmission surface and the first 
entrance surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the transmission surface to enter the first 
entrance surface, a reflecting surface arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 
surface toward the first entrance surface, a total- 
reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
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total-reflection surface to exit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, a total-reflection surface arranged to totally 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the total-reflection surface toward the 
total-reflection surface, and an exit surface provided at 
a part of the total-reflection surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the reflecting surface to 
exit, the second transparent body has a second entrance 
surface disposed with the interval put between the exit 
surface and the second entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the exit surface to enter 
the second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the second entrance surface to exit, and the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the transmission surface to lead the reflected light 
flux to the eyepiece lens unit. 



- 17 - 



According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the first transparent body 
consists of a first entrance surface for transmitting a 
light flux coming from the reflecting member, a total- 
reflection surface arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface, a reflecting 
surface arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface toward the total-reflection 
surface, and an exit surface provided at a part of the 
total-reflection surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and the 
second transparent body has a second entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the exit surface 
and the second entrance surface and arranged to allow a 
light flux coming from the exit surface to enter the 
second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the second entrance surface to exit to the eyepiece lens 
unit • 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
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entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member is made from a transparent 
body. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the surface 
of the first transparent body and the surface of the 
second transparent body which are opposite to each other 
are in contact with each other at a portion outside a 
ray-effective aperture . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the interval 
between the surface of the first transparent body and the 
surface of the second transparent body which are opposite 
to each other is set narrower toward a portion on a side 



- 19 - 



of the larger one of angles which a ray of light incident 
on the interval makes with the interval. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, one of the 
surface of the first transparent body and the surface of 
the second transparent body which are opposite to each 
other is provided with, outside a ray-effective aperture, 
a protrusion or a spacer member for setting the interval. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when the 
interval between vertexes of the surface of the first 
transparent body and the surface of the second 
transparent body is denoted by Dg, the following 
condition is satisfied: 

0 < Dg < 0.1 mm. 
According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when an 
angle which the surface of the first transparent body and 
the surface of the second transparent body, constituting 
the interval, make with each other is denoted by 8g, the 
following condition is satisfied with l 1 being (1/60)°: 
0 T < 0g < 50 1 . 
In accordance with another aspect of the 
invention, there is provided a viewfinder optical system, 
which comprises an objective lens unit, an image 
inverting unit for converting an object image formed via 
the objective lens unit into a non-inverted erecting 
image, and an eyepiece lens unit for observing the non- 
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inverted erecting image, wherein the image inverting unit 
comprises a first transparent body and a second 
transparent body which are disposed with an interval put 
therebetween, the second transparent body having only a 
function of transmitting a ray of light, and wherein at 
least one of surfaces of the first transparent body and 
the second transparent body is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light, and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
transparent body has a second entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, and a transmission surface disposed at an acute 
angle with the second entrance surface, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the transmission 
surface and the first entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the transmission surface 
to enter the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the first 
entrance surface toward the first entrance surface, a 
total-reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
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entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface to exit, and the image inverting 
unit further comprises a reflecting member arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the exit surface toward 
the eyepiece lens unit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the second transparent body 
has a second entrance surface for transmitting a light 
flux coming from the reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and the first transparent body consists 
of a first entrance surface disposed with the interval 
put between the transmission surface and the first 
entrance surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the transmission surface to enter the first 
entrance surface, a reflecting surface arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 
surface toward the first entrance surface, a total- 
reflection surface provided at a part of the first 
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entrance surface and arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface, and an exit 
surface arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface to exit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
transmission surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical 
surface . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body consists of a first entrance surface for 
transmitting a light flux coming from the objective lens 
unit, a total-reflection surface arranged to totally 
reflect a light flux coming from the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the total-reflection surface toward the 
total-reflection surface, and an exit surface provided at 
a part of the total-reflection surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the reflecting surface to 
exit, the second transparent body has a second entrance 
surface disposed with the interval put between the exit 
surface and the second entrance surface and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the exit surface to enter 
the second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the second entrance surface to exit, and the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 



- 23 - 



arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the transmission surface to lead the reflected light 
flux to the eyepiece lens unit. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect, at least once, a light flux coming 
from the objective lens unit, the first transparent body 
consists of a first entrance surface for transmitting a 
light flux coming from the reflecting member, a total- 
reflection surface arranged to totally reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface, a reflecting 
surface arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface toward the total-reflection 
surface, and an exit surface provided at a part of the 
total-reflection surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and the 
second transparent body has a second entrance surface 
disposed with the interval put between the exit surface 
and the second entrance surface and arranged to allow a 
light flux coming from the exit surface to enter the 
second entrance surface, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the second entrance surface to exit to the eyepiece lens 
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unit . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the second 
entrance surface is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a surface 
symmetrical with respect to a given direction. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a cylindrical 
surface having a predetermined curvature in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis and having no curvature with 
respect to a direction of the X axis. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a toric surface 
in which a curvature in a plane perpendicular to the X 
axis differs from a curvature in a plane perpendicular to 

the Y axis. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, when 
Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z axes are adopted, 
the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a surface having 
two curvatures in a plane perpendicular to the X axis and 
having no curvature with respect to a direction of the X 
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axis . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface has no axis of 
rotational symmetry . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the first 
transparent body has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member has a roof surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the viewfinder optical system, the image 
inverting unit further comprises a reflecting member 
arranged to reflect a ray of light differently from the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body, 
and the reflecting member is made from a transparent 
body. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the 
invention, there is provided an optical apparatus, which 
comprises a viewfinder optical system comprising an 
objective lens unit, an image inverting unit for 
converting an object image formed via the objective lens 
unit into a non-inverted erecting image, and an eyepiece 
lens unit for observing the non-inverted erecting image, 
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wherein the image inverting unit comprises a first 
transparent body and a second transparent body which are 
disposed with an interval put therebetween, the second 
transparent body having only a function of transmitting a 
ray of light, and wherein the interval between the first 
transparent body and the second transparent body is not 
uniform, and a casing holding the viewfinder optical 
system. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, at least one of a 
surface of the first transparent body and a surface of 
the second transparent body which are opposite to each 
other is a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light, and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, the interval between 
a surface of the first transparent body and a surface of 
the second transparent body which are opposite to each 
other varies monotonically . 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, each of the surface 
of the first transparent body and the surface of the 
second transparent body which are opposite to each other 
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is a plane surface. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light/ and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the 
invention, there is provided an optical apparatus, which 
comprises a viewfinder optical system comprising an 
objective lens unit, an image inverting unit for 
converting an object image formed via the objective lens 
unit into a non-inverted erecting image, and an eyepiece 
lens unit for observing the non-inverted erecting image, 
wherein the image inverting unit comprises a first 
transparent body and a second transparent body which are 
disposed with an interval put therebetween, the second 
transparent body having only a function of transmitting a 
ray of light, and wherein at least one of surfaces of the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body is 
a rotationally-asymmetrical surface, and a casing holding 
the viewfinder optical system. 

According to a preferred aspect of the 
invention, in the optical apparatus, the first 
transparent body has a surface having only a function of 
reflecting a ray of light, and a surface having both a 
function of reflecting a ray of light and a function of 
transmitting a ray of light. 
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The above and further objects and features of 
the invention will become apparent from the following 
detailed description of preferred embodiments thereof 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings* 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 
Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a first 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a 
second embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a third 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a 
fourth embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a fifth 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a sixth 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a 
seventh embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view showing essential 
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parts of a viewfinder optical system according to an 
eighth einbodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged view of a first prism in a 
Y-Z plane in the first embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the first prism 
in the first embodiment of the invention. 

Figs. 11(A), 11(B) and 11(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in a 
concentric lens system related to the first embodiment of 
the invention. 

Figs. 12(A), 12(B) and 12(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in a system 
having decentering aberration uncorrected, related to the 
first embodiment of the invention. 

Figs. 13(A), 13(B) and 13(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in the first 
embodiment of the invention. 

Figs. 14(A), 14(B) and 14(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in a 
concentric lens system related to the fifth embodiment of 
the invention. 

Figs. 15(A), 15(B) and 15(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in a system 
having decentering aberration uncorrected, related to the 
fifth embodiment of the invention. 

Figs. 16(A), 16(B) and 16(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves in the fifth 
embodiment of the invention. 
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Fig. 17 is a perspective view of a prism having 
a cylindrical surface. 

Fig. 18 is a perspective view of a prism having 
a toric surface. 

Fig. 19 is a sectional view showing a portion 
having a rotationally-asymnietrical surface in a prism 
according to a modification example of each embodiment of 
the invention. 

Fig. 20 is a sectional view showing a portion 
having a rotationally-asymmetrical surface in a prism 
according to another modification example of each 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 21 is a sectional view showing a portion 
having a rotationally-asymmetrical surface in a prism 
according to a further modification example of each 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 22 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system of the real image 
type according to a ninth embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 23 is a sectional view showing the 
disposition of two prisms of the viewfinder optical 
system of the real image type shown in Fig. 22. 

Fig. 24 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a tenth 
embodiment of the invention, in which the positions of 
the two prisms in the ninth embodiment shown in Fig. 22 
are interchanged. 

Fig. 25 is a sectional view showing essential 
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parts of a viewfincier optical system according to an 
eleventh embodiment of the invention, in which an image 
inverting unit is disposed separately from a prism in the 
tenth embodiment shown in Fig. 24. 

Fig. 26 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system of the real image 
type according to a twelfth embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 27 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system according to a 
thirteenth embodiment of the invention, in which an image 
inverting unit is disposed separately form a prism in the 
twelfth embodiment shown in Fig. 26. 

Fig. 2 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a 
coordinate system adopted in each of the embodiments of 
the invention. 

Figs. 29(A) and 29(B) are a front view and a 
sectional view, respectively, of an optical apparatus 
having a viewfinder optical system according to each of 
the embodiments of the invention. 

Fig. 30 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a conventional viewfinder optical system of the 
real image type. 

Fig. 31 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of another conventional viewfinder optical system 
of the real image type. 

Fig. 32 is a sectional view for explaining ghost 
or a difference in optical path length occurring in a 
minute air gap of the conventional viewfinder optical 
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system of the real image type shown in Fig, 31. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the 
invention will be described in detail with reference to 

the drawings ♦ 

Prior to entering the description of embodiments 
of the invention, the method of expressing constituent 
elements of the embodiments and the common items thereof 
are described with reference to Fig, 28. 

Since an optical system employed in the 
invention is a decentering optical system, the respective 
surfaces constituting the optical system has no common 
optical axis. Therefore, in the case of the embodiments 
of the invention, with the center of a ray-effective 
aperture of the first surface Rl assumed to be an origin, 
a route of a ray passing through the origin and the 
center of a pupil is defined as a reference axis of the 
optical system. 

Further, the axes of the coordinate system are 

defined as follows. 

Z axis: a part of the reference axis leading to the 
second surface R2 from the origin; 

Y axis: a straight line passing through the origin 
and directed at an angle of 90° counterclockwise with the 
Z axis within a tilt plane (within a plane of the drawing 
of Fig. 28) ; and 

X axis: a straight line passing through the origin 
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and perpendicular to each of the Z axis and the Y axis (a 
straight line perpendicular to a plane of the drawing of 
Fig. 28) . 

Further, a point at which the reference axis and 
the i-th surface (i = 1, 2, 3, . ..) intersect is defined 
as a surface vertex. In the viewfinder optical system in 
each of the embodiments of the invention, two prisms 
disposed with a minute air gap put therebetween are 
referred to as the first prism and the second prism in 
the order of passage of a ray of light. 

In order to express the shape of the i-th 
surface in the optical system, Ri is used to denote the 
radius of curvature of the i-th surface, Di is used to 
denote a scalar quantity representing an interval between 
surface vertexes of the i-th surface and the (i+l)th 
surface with the surface vertex assumed to be a point at 
which the reference axis and the i-th surface intersect, 
and Ni and vi are used to respectively denote the 
refractive index and Abbe number of a medium between the 
i-th surface and the (i+l)th surface. In addition, a 
tilt angle of the i-th surface within a Y-Z plane is 
expressed by an angle Gyi (°) which a normal to the i-th 
surface extending from the surface vertex of the i-th 
surface makes with a part of the reference axis incident 
on the i-th surface, with the counterclockwise direction 
assumed to be plus, and a tilt angle of the i-th surface 
within an X-Z plane is expressed by an angle 0xi (°) 
which a normal to the i-th surface extending from the 
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surface vertex of the i-th surface makes with a part of 
the reference axis incident on the i-th surface, with the 
counterclockwise direction assumed to be plus. However, 
in an entrance surface of the second prism, these tilt 
angles are defined by angles relative to a part of the 
reference axis incident on the (i-l)th surface (an exit 
surface of the first prism) . 

Further, the viewfinder optical system according 
to each of the embodiments of the invention has a 
spherical surface, a rotationally-symmetrical aspheric 
surface and a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface. 
A spherical surface portion of the rotationally- 
symmetrical aspheric surface or the rotationally- 
asymmetrical aspheric surface is expressed as the shape 
of a spherical surface by using the radius of curvature 
Ri. The sign of the radius of curvature Ri is assumed to 
be minus when the center of curvature is located on the 
first surface side along the reference axis advancing 
from the first surface to the pupil, and is assumed to be 
plus when on the pupil side. 

Further, the shape of each surface can be easily 
expressed by an equation using local coordinates having 
the original located on the above-mentioned surface 
vertex. Accordingly, in each of the following equations 
for a spherical surface, a rotationally-symmetrical 
aspheric surface and a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric 
surface, the shape of a surface is expressed by using the 
local coordinates (x, y, z) thereof. 
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The shape of a spherical surface is expressed by 
the following equation: 

z- *H* 



l + (y/R) : 



The shape of a rotationally-symmetrical aspheric 
surface is expressed by the following equation: 



y /R + By 4 + Cy 6 + Dy 8 



i + (i+k)*(y/R) : 



The shape of a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface 
is expressed by the following equation: 



z = K /rl1 + Bllx 4 + Cllx 6 + Dllx 8 (x^O) 

1 +Vl - (1 + kll) ■ (x / rll) 2 



z = 7 +B12y 4 +C12y 6 +D12v 8 (x<0) 



1 +^1 - (1 + kl2) ■ (x/ r!2) : 



y 2 / r22 



1 +^1 - (1 +k22) * (y / r22) 2 



+ B22y 4 +C22y 6 +D22y* 



(y<0) 



y 2 / r21 



1 +^1 - (1 +k21) ■ (y / r21) ; 



+ B21y 4 +C21y 6 +D21y e 



(y^ 0) 
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Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a first embodiment (numerical example 
1) of the invention. 

In Fig. 1, reference character OL denotes an 
objective lens. The objective lens OL includes three 
lenses, i.e., a fixed positive lens Gl, a negative lens 
G2 movable along the optical axis for variable 
magnification, and a positive lens G3 for compensating 
for shift of an image plane due to the variation of 
magnification. Reference character P denotes an image 
inverting unit for obtaining a non-inverted erecting 
image. The image inverting unit P includes a first prism 
1 (second transparent body) , a second prism 2 (first 
transparent body) and a reflecting member 3. Reference 
character S denotes a field frame for limiting a 
viewfinder field. The field frame S is disposed at the 
position of a primary image forming plane on which an 
object image is formed by the objective lens OL, or 
disposed in the vicinity of the primary image forming 
plane. A viewfinder image as a real image by the 
objective lens OL is formed on the primary image forming 
plane in the vicinity of the field frame S through the 
first prism 1 and the second prism 2. Reference 
character EL denotes an eyepiece lens. The eyepiece lens 
EL allows the viewfinder image formed in the vicinity of 
the field frame S to be observed through the reflecting 
member 3. Reference characters SP1 and SP2 denote stops, 
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which are disposed within the objective lens OL. 

Next, the first and second prisms 1 and 2 and 
the reflecting member 3, which constitute the image 
inverting unit P in the first embodiment, are described. 

The first prism 1 is a triangular prism 
including an entrance surface 11 (R9) arranged to 
transmit a light flux coming from the objective lens OL 
and a transmission surface 12 (RIO) disposed at an acute 
angle with the entrance surface 11. The second prism 2 
includes an entrance surface 21 (Rll) disposed with a 
minute interval put between vertexes of the transmission 
surface 12 of the first prism 1 and the entrance surface 
21 and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
transmission surface 12 to enter the entrance surface 21, 
a roof reflecting surface 22 (R12, R13) arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the entrance surface 21 
toward the entrance surface 21, a total-reflection 
surface 21a (R14) provided at a part of the entrance 
surface 21 and arranged to totally reflect a light flux 
coming from the roof reflecting surface 22, and an exit 
surface 23 (R15) having a refractive power and arranged 
to allow a light flux coming from the total-reflection 
surface 21a to exit to the primary image forming plane. 
The transmission surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 
are decentered with respect to the reference axis, and 
are disposed with a minute air gap put between their 
vertexes. The transmission surface 12 (RIO) is provided 
with a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, 
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whereby decentering aberration occurring between the 
transmission surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 is 
corrected well. In Fig. 9, there is shown an enlarged 
view of the first prism 1 within the Y-Z plane in the 
first embodiment. In Fig. 10, there is shown a 
perspective view of the first prism 1 in the first 
embodiment. The reflecting member 3 is arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the primary image 
forming plane to lead the reflected light flux to the 
eyepiece lens EL. 

Figs. 11(A), 11(B) and 11(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in a case where the first prism 1 and 
the second prism 2 employed in the first embodiment are 
replaced with undecentered prisms having equivalent 
optical path lengths. In each of Figs. 10(A), 10(B) and 
10(C), there are shown transverse aberrations of an off- 
axial light flux passing through the pupil plane at the 
angles of Y = 10.7°, -10.7°, 6.3° and -6.3° with respect 
to a central light flux of the angle of Y - 0°. 

Figs. 12(A), 12(B) and 12(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in a case where no rotationally- 
asymmetrical aspheric surface is provided in the image 
inverting unit in the first embodiment. A light flux 
having a large area when passing through the air gap 
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causes aberration due to the variation of passage 
positions of a marginal light flux. In Figs. 12(A), 
12(B) and 12(C), coma varies as compared with that of the 
undecentered optical system shown in Figs. 11(A), 11(B) 
and 11(C). Further, in the case of an off-axial light 
flux, the amount of occurrence of aberration varies 
depending upon the passage position of the light flux. 
In Figs. 12(A), 12(B) and 12(C), when a comparison is 
made between the aberration curves obtained at the time 
of the angle of Y = 10.7° and at the time of the angle of 

Y = -10.7°, or the aberration curves obtained at the time 
of the angle of Y = 6.3° and at the time of the angle of 

Y = -6.3°, it is apparent that coma is not symmetrical, 
unlike that in the undecentered optical system shown in 
Figs. 11(A), 1KB) and 11(C). Thus, a viewfinder image 
is not viewed symmetrically in the upper and lower 
portions or the right and left portions of a field of 
view, so that the viewfinder optical system is 
deteriorated. 

Figs. 13(A), 13(B) and 13(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in the first embodiment. The 
transmission surface 12 (RIO) of the first prism 1 is 
provided with a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric 
surface. The surface RIO is a surface having different 
aspheric shapes between the plus-side portion and the 
minus-side portion in the direction of the Y axis with 
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respect to the optical axis within the Y-Z plane in Fig. 
1. Further, the surface RIO has no curvature in the 
direction of the X axis. By providing such a surface, it 
is possible to suppress decentering aberration occurring 
due to the difference of the passage position of a light 
flux incident on the air gap within the Y-Z plane, so 
that a good viewfinder image can be viewed symmetrically 
in the upper and lower portions or the right and left 
portions of a field of view. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 2, in the second embodiment, 
the first prism 1 (second transparent body) is a 
triangular prism including an entrance surface 11 (R9) 
arranged to transmit a light flux coming from the 
objective lens OL and a transmission surface 12 (RIO) 
disposed at an acute angle with the entrance surface 11. 
The second prism 2 (first transparent body) includes an 
entrance surface 21 (Rll) disposed with a minute interval 
put between vertexes of the transmission surface 12 of 
the first prism 1 and the entrance surface 21 and 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
transmission surface 12 to enter the entrance surface 21, 
a reflecting surface 22 (R12, R13) arranged to reflect a 
light flux coming from the entrance surface 21 toward the 
entrance surface 21, a total-reflection surface 21a (R14) 
provided at a part of the entrance surface 21 and 
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arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface 22, and an exit surface 23 (R15) 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface 21a to exit to the primary image 
forming plane. The transmission surface 12 and the 
entrance surface 21 are decentered with respect to the 
reference axis, and are disposed with a minute air gap 
put between their vertexes. The transmission surface 12 
(RIO) is provided with a rotationally-asymmetrical 
aspheric surface as shown in Fig. 10, whereby decentering 
aberration occurring between the transmission surface 12 
and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. 

The reflecting member 3 includes an entrance 
surface 31 arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
exit surface 23 of the second prism 2 to enter the 
entrance surface 31, a roof reflecting surface 32 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the entrance 
surface 31, and an exit surface 33 arranged to reflect a 
light flux coming from the roof reflecting surface 32 to 
lead the reflected light flux to the eyepiece lens EL. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a third embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 3, in the third embodiment, 
the reflecting member 3 includes an entrance surface 31 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the objective 
lens OL to enter the entrance surface 31, a roof 
reflecting surface 32 arranged to reflect a light flux 
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coming from the entrance surface 31, and an exit surface 
33 arranged to allow a light flux coming from the roof 
reflecting surface 32 to exit, A primary image forming 
plane on which an object image is formed by the objective 
lens OL is located in the vicinity of the exit surface 
33. 

The first prism 1 (second transparent body) is a 
triangular prism including an entrance surface 11 
arranged to transmit a light flux coming from the 
reflecting member 3 and a transmission surface 12 
disposed at an acute angle with the entrance surface 11. 
The second prism 2 (first transparent body) includes an 
entrance surface 21 disposed with a minute interval put 
between vertexes of the transmission surface 12 of the 
first prism 1 and the entrance surface 21 and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the transmission surface 
12 to enter the entrance surface 21, a reflecting surface 
22 arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the 
entrance surface 21 toward the entrance surface 21, a 
total-reflection surface 21a provided at a part of the 
entrance surface 21 and arranged to totally reflect a 
light flux coming from the reflecting surface 22, and an 
exit surface 23 arranged to allow a light flux coming 
from the total-reflection surface 21a to exit. The 
transmission surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 are 
decentered with respect to the reference axis, and are 
disposed with a minute air gap put between their 
vertexes. The transmission surface 12 is provided with a 
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rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, whereby 
decentering aberration occurring between the transmission 
surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. 
A light flux coming from the exit surface 23 is led to 
the eyepiece lens EL. The shape of the first prism 1 in 
the third embodiment corresponds, for example, to that 
obtained by rotating the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 
by about 180° counterclockwise around the Y axis and 
about 270° counterclockwise around the X axis. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a fourth embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 4, in the fourth embodiment, 
the reflecting member 3 is arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the objective lens OL to form an object 
image on a primary image forming plane S . 

The first prism 1 (second transparent body) is a 
triangular prism including an entrance surface 11 
arranged to transmit a light flux coming from the 
reflecting member 3 and a transmission surface 12 
disposed at an acute angle with the entrance surface 11. 
The second prism 2 (first transparent body) includes an 
entrance surface 21 disposed with a minute interval put 
between vertexes of the transmission surface 12 and the 
entrance surface 21 and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the transmission surface 12 to enter the 
entrance surface 21, a roof reflecting surface 22 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the entrance 
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surface 21 toward the entrance surface 21, a total- 
reflection surface 21a provided at a part of the entrance 
surface 21 and arranged to totally reflect a light flux 
coming from the roof reflecting surface 22, and an exit 
surface 23 arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
total-reflection surface 21a to exit to the eyepiece lens 
EL. The transmission surface 12 and the entrance surface 
21 are decentered with respect to the reference axis, and 
are disposed with a minute air gap put between their 
vertexes. The transmission surface 12 is provided with a 
rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, whereby 
decentering aberration occurring between the transmission 
surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. 
The shape of the first prism 1 in the fourth embodiment 
corresponds, for example, to that obtained by rotating 
the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 by about 180° 
counterclockwise around the Y axis and about 270° 
counterclockwise around the X axis. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a fifth embodiment (numerical example 
2) of the invention. 

In Fig. 5, reference character OL denotes an 
objective lens. The objective lens OL includes four 
lenses, i.e., a fixed positive lens Gl, a negative lens 
G2 movable along the optical axis for variable 
magnification, a positive lens G3 for compensating for 
shift of an image plane due to the variation of 
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magnification, and a fixed positive lens G4 . Reference 
character P denotes an image inverting unit for obtaining 
a non-inverted erecting image. The image inverting unit 
P includes a first prism 1 (first transparent body), a 
second prism 2 (second transparent body) and a reflecting 
member 3. Reference character S denotes a field frame 
for limiting a viewfinder field. The field frame S is 
disposed at the position of a primary image forming plane 
on which an object image is formed by the objective lens 
OL, or disposed in the vicinity of the primary image 
forming plane. A viewfinder image as a real image by the 
objective lens OL is formed on the primary image forming 
plane in the vicinity of the field frame S through the 
first prism 1 and the second prism 2. Reference 
character EL denotes an eyepiece lens. The eyepiece lens 
EL allows the viewfinder image formed in the vicinity of 
the field frame S to be observed through the reflecting 
member 3 . 

Next, the first and second prisms 1 and 2 and 
the reflecting member 3, which constitute the image 
inverting unit P in the fifth embodiment, are described. 

The first prism 1 includes an entrance surface 
11 (Rll) arranged to transmit a light flux coming from 
the objective lens OL, a total-reflection surface 12 
(R12) arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the entrance surface 11, a roof reflecting surface 
13 (R13, R14) arranged to reflect a light flux coming 
from the total-reflection surface 12 toward the total- 
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reflection surface 12, and an exit surface 12a (R15) 
provided at a part of the total-reflection surface 12 and 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the roof 
reflecting surface 13 to exit. The second prism 2 is a 
triangular prism including an entrance surface 21 (R16) 
disposed with a minute interval put between vertexes of 
the exit surface 12a and the entrance surface 21 and 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface 12a to enter the entrance surface 21, and a 
transmission surface 22 (R17) having a refractive power, 
disposed at an acute angle with the entrance surface 21 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
entrance surface 21 to exit to the primary image forming 
plane. The exit surface 12a and the entrance surface 21 
are decentered with respect to the reference axis, and 
are disposed with a minute air gap put between their 
vertexes. The entrance surface 21 (R16) is provided with 
a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, whereby 
decentering aberration occurring between the exit surface 
12a and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. The 
reflecting member 3 is arranged to reflect a light flux 
coming from the primary image forming plane to lead the 
reflected light flux to the eyepiece lens EL. The shape 
of the second prism 2 in the fifth embodiment 
corresponds, for example, to that obtained by rotating 
the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 by about 180° 
counterclockwise around the Y axis and about 90° 
counterclockwise around the X axis. 
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Figs. 14(A), 14(B) and 14(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in a case where the first prism 1 and 
the second prism 2 employed in the fifth embodiment are 
replaced with undecentered prisms having equivalent 
optical path lengths. In each of Figs. 14(A), 14(B) and 
14 (C) , there are shown transverse aberrations of an off- 
axial light flux passing through the pupil plane at the 
angles of Y = 10.7°, -10.7°, 6.3° and -6.3° with respect 
to a central light flux of the angle of Y = 0°. 

Figs. 15(A), 15(B) and 15(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in a case where no rotationally- 
asymmetrical aspheric surface is provided in the image 
inverting unit in the fifth embodiment. A light flux 
having a large area when passing through the air gap 
causes aberration due to the variation of passage 
positions of a marginal light flux. In Figs. 15(A), 
15(B) and 15(C), coma varies as compared with that of the 
undecentered optical system shown in Figs. 14(A), 14(B) 
and 14(C). Further, in the case of an off-axial light 
flux, the amount of occurrence of aberration varies 
depending upon the passage position of the light flux. 
In Figs. 15(A), 15(B) and 15(C), when a comparison is 
made between the aberration curves obtained at the time 
of the angle of Y = 10.7° and at the time of the angle of 
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Y = -10. 7% or the aberration curves obtained at the time 
of the angle of Y = 6.3° and at the time of the angle Y = 
-6.3°, it is apparent that coma is not symmetrical, 
unlike that in the undecentered optical system shown in 
Figs, 14(A), 14(B) and 14(C). Thus, a viewfinder image 
is not viewed symmetrically in the upper and lower 
portions or the right and left portions of a field of 
view, so that the viewfinder optical system is 
deteriorated. 

Figs. 16(A), 16(B) and 16(C) are diagrams 
showing various transverse aberration curves at a wide- 
angle end, a middle focal length position and a telephoto 
end, respectively, in the fifth embodiment. The entrance 
surface 21 (R16) of the second prism 2 is provided with a 
rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface. The surface 
R16 is a surface having different aspheric shapes between 
the plus-side portion and the minus-side portion in the 
direction of the Y axis with respect to the optical axis 
within the Y-Z plane in Fig. 5. Further, the surface R16 
has no curvature in the direction of the X axis. By 
providing such a surface, it is possible to suppress 
decentering aberration occurring due to the difference of 
the passage position of a light flux incident on the air 
gap within the Y-Z plane, so that a good viewfinder image 
can be viewed symmetrically in the upper and lower 
portions or the right and left portions of a field of 
view. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional views showing essential 
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parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a sixth embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 6, in the sixth embodiment, 
the first prism 1 (first transparent body) includes an 
entrance surface 11 (Rll) arranged to transmit a light 
flux coming from the objective lens OL, a total- 
reflection surface 12 (R12) arranged to totally reflect a 
light flux coming from the entrance surface 11, a roof 
reflecting surface 13 (R13, R14) arranged to reflect a 
light flux coming from the total-reflection surface 12 
toward the total-reflection surface 12, and an exit 
surface 12a (R15) provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface 12 and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the roof reflecting surface 13 to exit. The 
second prism 2 (second transparent body) is a triangular 
prism including an entrance surface 21 (R16) disposed 
with a minute interval put between vertexes of the exit 
surface 12a and the entrance surface 21 and arranged to 
allow a light flux coming from the exit surface 12a to 
enter the entrance surface 21, and a transmission surface 
22 (R17) having a refractive power, disposed at an acute 
angle with the entrance surface 21 and arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the entrance surface 21 to exit 
to the primary image forming plane. The exit surface 12a 
and the entrance surface 21 are decentered with respect 
to the reference axis, and are disposed with a minute air 
gap put between their vertexes. The entrance surface 21 
(R16) is provided with a rotationally-asymmetrical 
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aspheric surface, whereby decentering aberration 
occurring between the exit surface 12a and the entrance 
surface 21 is corrected well. 

The reflecting member 3 includes an entrance 
surface 31 arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
exit surface 23 of the second prism 2 to enter the 
entrance surface 31, a roof reflecting surface 32 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the entrance 
surface 31, and an exit surface 33 arranged to reflect a 
light flux coming from the roof reflecting surface 32 to 
lead the reflected light flux to the eyepiece lens EL. 
The shape of the second prism 2 in the sixth embodiment 
corresponds, for example, to that obtained by rotating 
the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 by about 180° 
counterclockwise around the Y axis and about 90° 
counterclockwise around the X axis. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional views showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to a seventh embodiment of the 
invention. 

Referring to Fig. 7, in the seventh embodiment, 
the reflecting member 3 includes an entrance surface 31 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the objective 
lens OL to enter the entrance surface 31, a roof 
reflecting surface 32 arranged to reflect a light flux 
coming from the entrance surface 31, and an exit surface 
33 arranged to allow a light flux coming from the roof 
reflecting surface 32 to exit. A primary image forming 
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plane on which an object image is formed by the objective 
lens OL is located in the vicinity of the exit surface 

The first prism 1 (first transparent body) 
includes an entrance surface 11 (Rll) having a refractive 
power and arranged to transmit a light flux coming from 
the reflecting member 3, a total-reflection surface 12 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
entrance surface 11, a reflecting surface 13 arranged to 
reflect a light flux coming from the total-reflection 
surface 12 toward the total-reflection surface 12, and an 
exit surface 12a provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface 12 and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface 13 to exit. The 
second prism 2 (second transparent body) is a triangular 
prism including an entrance surface 21 disposed with a 
minute interval put between vertexes of the exit surface 
12a and the entrance surface 21 and arranged to allow a 
light flux coming from the exit surface 12a to enter the 
entrance surface 21, and a transmission surface 22 
disposed at an acute angle with the entrance surface 21 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the 
entrance surface 21 to exit to the eyepiece lens EL. The 
exit surface 12a and the entrance surface 21 are 
decentered with respect to the reference axis, and are 
disposed with a minute air gap put between their 
vertexes. The entrance surface 21 is provided with a 
rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, whereby 
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decentering aberration occurring between the exit surface 
12a and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. The 
shape of the second prism 2 in the seventh embodiment 
corresponds, for example, to that obtained by rotating 
the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 by about 180° 
counterclockwise around the X axis. 

Fig. 8 is a sectional views showing essential 
parts, within the Y-Z plane, of a viewfinder optical 
system according to an eighth embodiment of the 
invention . 

Referring to Fig. 8, in the eighth embodiment, 
the reflecting member 3 includes an entrance surface 31 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the objective 
lens OL to enter the entrance surface 31, a reflecting 
surface 32 arranged to reflect a light flux coming from 
the entrance surface 31, and an exit surface 33 arranged 
to allow a light flux coming from the reflecting surface 
32 to exit. A primary image forming plane on which an 
object image is formed by the objective lens OL is 
located in the vicinity of the exit surface 33. 

The first prism 1 (first transparent body) 
includes an entrance surface 11 having a refractive power 
and arranged to transmit a light flux coming from the 
reflecting member 3, a total-reflection surface 12 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
entrance surface 11, a roof reflecting surface 13 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface 12 toward the total-reflection surface 
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12, and an exit surface 12a provided at a part of the 
total-reflection surface 12 and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the roof reflecting surface 13 to exit. 
The second prism 2 (second transparent body) is a 
triangular prism including an entrance surface 21 
disposed with a minute interval put between vertexes of 
the exit surface 12a and the entrance surface 21 and 
arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface 12a to enter the entrance surface 21, and a 
transmission surface 22 disposed at an acute angle with 
the entrance surface 21 and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the entrance surface 21 to exit to the 
eyepiece lens EL, The exit surface 12a and the entrance 
surface 21 are decentered with respect to the reference 
axis, and are disposed with a minute air gap put between 
their vertexes. The entrance surface 21 is provided with 
a rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface, whereby 
decentering aberration occurring between the exit surface 
12a and the entrance surface 21 is corrected well. The 
shape of the second prism 2 in the eighth embodiment 
corresponds, for example, to that obtained by rotating 
the first prism 1 shown in Fig. 10 by about 180° 
counterclockwise around the X axis. 

As has been described above in the first to 
eighth embodiments of the invention, a surface for 
correcting decentering aberration is set on an aspheric 
surface having different curvatures between the plus-side 
portion and the minus-side portion in the direction of 
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the Y axis and having no curvature in the direction of 
the X axis, for example, in the cases of the first and 
second embodiments. However, the shape of the 
decentering-aberration correcting surface is not limited 
to such a shape. For example, a cylindrical surface, 
such as that shown in Fig. 17, having a symmetrical 
curvature in the direction of the Y axis and having no 
curvature in the direction of the X axis may be employed. 
For example, a toric surface, such as that shown in Fig. 
18, having respective different curvatures in the 
direction of the Y axis and the direction of the X axis 
may be employed. For example, a surface having no 
symmetrical shape in either of the direction of the Y 
axis and the direction of the X axis (a surface having no 
axis of rotational symmetry) may be employed. Thus, it 
is desirable to adaptively set such a shape as to correct 
decentering aberration, according to the position of the 
air gap and the amount of decentering. 

Further, as described above, a rotationally- 
asymmetrical aspheric surface (a surface for correcting 
decentering aberration) is provided on a surface of the 
first prism adjacent to the air gap, in each of the first 
to fourth embodiments, and on a surface of the second 
prism adjacent to the air gap, in each of the fifth to 
eighth embodiments. However, in place of the above 
surface, the rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface 
may be provided on any one of surfaces constituting the 
image inverting unit. For example, when the 
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rotationally-asymmetrical aspheric surface is provided on 
such a surface as shown in Fig. 19, 20 or 21, the same 
advantageous effect as that in each of the above- 
described embodiments can be obtained. 

In the following, numerical data of a numerical 
example 1 corresponding to the first embodiment of the 
invention is shown. In the numerical data of the 
numerical example 1, the notation "E-OX" means "xlO - *". 



Numerical Example 1: 
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Variable Separation According to Focal Length 
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In the following, numerical data of a numerical 
example 2 corresponding to the fifth embodiment of the 
invention is shown. In the numerical data of the 
numerical example 2, the notation "E-0X" means "xl0 _x ". 



Numerical Example 2; 
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Variable Separation According to Focal Length 
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Shape of Rotationally-asymmetrical Aspheric Surface 
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Next, ninth to thirteenth embodiments of the 
invention are described with reference to Figs. 22 to 27. 

Fig. 22 is a sectional view showing essential 
parts of a viewfinder optical system of the real image 
type according to the ninth embodiment of the invention. 
In Fig. 22, reference character OL denotes an objective 
lens, and reference character P denotes a prism for 
obtaining a non-inverted erecting image. The prism P is 
composed of a first prism PI and a second prism (roof 
prism) P2. The first prism PI and the second prism P2 
are disposed with a minute air gap put between an exit 
surface 12 of the first prism PI and an entrance surface 
21 of the second prism P2 . Reference character S denotes 
a field frame for limiting a viewfinder field. The field 
frame S is preferably disposed in the vicinity of an exit 
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surface 23 of the second prism P2 (on a primary image 
forming plane) , and may be a mechanical part or may be 
formed by using a light-transmission limiting pattern 
forming means, such as a liquid crystal element. The 
second prism P2 is shaped such that a light flux 
reflected from a roof surface 22 is made incident on the 
entrance surface 21 of the second prism P2 at such an 
angle to enable the light flux to be totally reflected at 
the entrance surface 21. Reference character EL denotes 
an eyepiece lens, which is used for observing a non- 
inverted erecting viewfinder image formed in the vicinity 
of the field frame S. A reflecting member Ml is arranged 
to reflect a light flux coming from the primary image 
forming plane to lead the reflected light flux to the 
eyepiece lens EL. 

In the construction shown in Fig. 22, a light 
flux coming from the objective lens OL passes through the 
exit surface 12 of the first prism PI and the entrance 
surface 21 of the second prism P2 and is then image- 
inverted and reflected once toward the object side by the 
roof reflecting surface 22. The reflected light flux is 
further totally-reflected by the entrance surface 21 of 
the second prism P2, so that a viewfinder image is formed 
on the primary image forming plane in the vicinity of the 
exit surface 23 of the second prism P2 . A viewfinder 
image formed as an inverted real image by the objective 
lens OL is converted, through the second prism P2, into a 
non-inverted erecting viewfinder image, which is formed 
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in the vicinity of the field frame S. A light flux 
coming from the primary image forming plane is reflected 
by the reflecting member Ml to be led to the eyepiece 
lens EL. 

The exit surface 12 of the first prism PI and 
the entrance surface 21 of the second prism P2 are 
disposed in such a way that the minute air gap 
therebetween is in a wedge shape, as shown in Fig. 23, 
i.e., in such a shape that the interval between the exit 
surface 12 and the entrance surface 21 varies 
monotonically . By this disposition, the width t2 (see 
Fig. 32) of a double image can be more reduced to a width 
t2 T (t2 » t2 T ), as indicated by dashed lines in Fig. 23. 

Further, as rays of light indicated by solid 
lines in Fig. 23, the optical path length a2 (see Fig. 
32) in the minute air gap is more reduced to a length a2 f 
(a2 » a2 T ). Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the 
variation of aberration occurring at the pupil plane due 
to the difference in optical path length from the exit 
surface of the first prism PI to the pupil plane between 
right and left sides of a view field, so that a good 
viewfinder image can be observed. In particular, it is 
preferred that the minute air gap is formed in a wedge 
shape in the Y-Z plane in which the first prism PI and 
the second prism P2 are decentered. 

More preferably, the wedge-shaped minute air gap 
becomes narrower toward a portion on a side of the larger 
one of angles which the reference axis ray makes with the 
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minute air gap in the Y-Z plane, so that decentering 
aberration can be most effectively corrected. Referring 
to Fig. 23, of angles a and (3 which the reference axis 
ray makes with the exit surface 12 of the first prism PI, 
the larger one is the angle (3 on the minus side almost in 
the direction of the Y axis. Therefore, the first prism 
Pi and the second prism P2 are disposed such that the air 
gap becomes wider toward the apical angle of the first 
prism Pi. 

Further, in a viewfinder optical system of the 
real image type shown in Fig. 24, which is the tenth 
embodiment of the invention, the image inversion is 
performed in the first prism P41. A light flux coming 
from the objective lens OL is made to enter the first 
prism P41 and is then totally reflected by an exit 
surface 411 of the first prism P41 to be led downward to 
a roof reflecting surface 412. A light flux reflected 
upward by the roof reflecting surface 412 is made to exit 
from the exit surface 411 of the first prism P41 and then 
passes through an entrance surface 421 of the second 
prism P42. The exit surface 411 of the first prism P41 
and the entrance surface 421 of the second prism P42 are 
disposed in such a way as to form a wedge-shaped minute 
air gap therebetween which becomes narrower toward the 
apical angle of the second prism P42. The light flux 
passing through the entrance surface 421 of the second 
prism P42 is imaged to form a viewfinder image on a 
primary image forming plane in the vicinity of an exit 



- 64 - 



surface 422 of the second prism P42. 

In the viewfinder optical system shown in Fig. 
24, of angles a. and £ which the reference axis ray L 
makes with the exit surface 411 of the first prism P41, 
the larger one is the angle a on the minus side almost in 
the direction of the Z axis. Therefore, the above- 
described disposition is adopted. 

Also, in a viewfinder optical system of the real 
image type shown in Fig. 25, which is the eleventh 
embodiment of the invention, the same relationship in 
angle as in the viewfinder optical system shown in Fig. 
24 exits in an exit surface 511 of the first prism P51. 
Referring to Fig. 25, a light flux coming from the 
objective lens OL is made to enter the first prism P51 
and is then totally reflected by the exit surface 511 of 
the first prism P51 to be led downward to a reflecting 
surface 512 having vapor deposition or the like applied 
thereto. A light flux mirror-reflected upward by the 
reflecting surface 512 is made to exit from the exit 
surface 511 of the first prism P51 and then passes 
through an entrance surface 521 of the second prism P52 . 
The exit surface 511 of the first prism P51 and the 
entrance surface 521 of the second prism P52 are disposed 
in such a way as to form a wedge-shaped minute air gap 
therebetween which becomes narrower toward the apical 
angle of the second prism P52 . The light flux passing 
through the entrance surface 521 of the second prism P52 
is imaged to form a viewfinder image on a primary image 
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forming plane in the vicinity of an exit surface 522 of 
the second prism P52 . A light flux bearing the 
viewfinder image is then reflected by a roof reflecting 
surface 531 of a pentagonal roof prism 53 to be led to 
the eyepiece lens EL. 

Here, in order to make the minute air gap in a 
wedge shape, as shown in Fig. 22, when the entrance 
surface 11 of the first prism PI is disposed 
perpendicular to the reference axis ray L, assuming that 
an acute angle which the exit surface 12 of the first 
prism PI makes with the reference axis ray L is 921 and 
an acute angle which the entrance surface 21 of the 
second prism P2 makes with the reference axis ray L is 
922, the respective angles of the first prism PI and the 
second prism P2 may be set in such a way as to satisfy a 
condition of "921 * 922". Alternatively, as long as the 
amount of decentering of the first prism PI with respect 
to the optical axis of the entrance surface 21 is within 
a range in which decentering aberration is permissible, 
the entirety of the first prism PI may be decentered 
minutely . 

Next, the twelfth and thirteenth embodiments of 
the invention are described with reference to Figs, 2 6 
and 27. 

In the ninth, tenth and eleventh embodiments 
shown in Figs. 22, 24 and 25, two, the first and second, 
prisms disposed with a wedge-shaped minute air gap put 
therebetween are located on the object side of the 
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primary image forming plane, i.e., closer to the 
objective lens OL than the primary image forming plane. 
On the other hand, in the twelfth and thirteenth 
embodiments, as shown in Figs. 2 6 and 27, in order to set 
the optical path length from the primary image forming 
plane to the eyepiece lens EL much short for the purpose 
of obtaining a desired viewfinder magnification and angle 
of field, the first and second prisms disposed with a 
wedge-shaped minute air gap put therebetween are located 
on the pupil side of the primary image forming plane, 
i.e., closer to the eyepiece lens EL than the primary 
image forming plane. 

In the case of the twelfth embodiment shown in 
Fig. 26, there are located, in order along the optical 
path, the objective lens OL, the pentagonal roof prism 
63, the first prism P61, the second prism P62 and the 
eyepiece lens EL. 

In the viewfinder optical system shown in Fig. 
26, a light flux coming from the objective lens OL is 
made to enter the pentagonal roof prism 63. At the 
pentagonal roof prism 63, an optical path of the light 
flux is bent, and an inverted real viewfinder image is 
formed in the vicinity of an exit surface 631 of the 
pentagonal roof prism 63. Then, a light flux having 
entered the first prism P61 from the primary image 
forming plane is totally reflected by a transmission 
surface 611 toward a roof reflecting surface 612. At the 
roof reflecting surface 612, a light flux is reflected 
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and image-inverted. The light flux coming from the roof 
reflecting surface 612 exits from the transmission 
surface 611 of the first prism P61 to a wedge-shaped 
minute air gap. Then, the light flux passes through the 
second prism P62 to be led to the eyepiece lens EL. 

As described above, in the ninth and twelfth 
embodiments shown in Figs. 22 and 26, the second prism P2 
or the first prism P61, of the two prisms disposed with a 
wedge-shaped minute air gap put therebetween, is arranged 
to have an image inverting function. 

Further, in the case of the thirteenth 
embodiment shown in Figs. 27, there are located, in order 
along the optical path, the objective lens OL, the 
pentagonal roof prism 53, the first prism P71, the second 
prism P72 and the eyepiece lens EL. 

In the viewfinder optical system shown in Fig. 
27, a light flux coming from the objective lens OL is 
image-inverted by a roof reflecting surface 531 of the 
pentagonal roof prism 53 and is then imaged to form a 
non-inverted erecting viewfinder image in the vicinity of 
an exit surface 532 of the pentagonal roof prism 53. A 
light flux having entered the first prism P71 from the 
primary image forming plane is totally reflected by a 
transmission surface 711 to be once returned toward the 
object side. Then, the light flux is mirror-reflected by 
a reflecting surface 712 having vapor deposition or the 
like applied thereto, to be bent toward the pupil side. 
The light flux then passes through the wedge-shaped 
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minute air gap and the second prism P72 to be led to the 
eyepiece lens EL, 

As in the thirteenth and eleventh embodiments 
shown in Fig. 27 and Fig. 25, an image inverting unit, 
such as the pentagonal roof prism 53, may be provided 
separately from the two prisms disposed with a wedge- 
shaped minute air gap put therebetween. 

In the ninth to thirteenth embodiments of the 
invention described above, it is not necessary that one 
end portion of an exit surface of the first prism and one 
end portion of an entrance surface of the second prism 
are in contact with each other. Thus, as long as one end 
portion of an air gap between the first prism and the 
second prism is narrower than the other end portion 
thereof, i.e., the air gap is, for example, in a wedge 
shape, the advantageous effect of the invention can be 
attained. 

However, in practice, in order to form a wedge- 
shaped minute air gap, it is preferred that one end 
portion of the exit surface of the first prism and one 
end portion of the entrance surface of the second prism 
are in contact with each other. In this case, the 
interval between the exit surface of the first prism and 
the entrance surface of the second prism becomes "0" 
outside a ray-effective aperture, i.e., the exit surface 
of the first prism and the entrance surface of the second 
prism are in contact with each other outside the ray- 
effective aperture . 
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Further, a protrusion may be provided on the 
exit surface of the first prism or the entrance surface 
of the second prism outside the ray-effective aperture so 
as to set the interval therebetween, so that the 
positional accuracy can be enhanced. In addition, if the 
first prism and the second prism are made of a glass 
member, the positioning of the first prism and the second 
prism may be effected by sandwiching a spacer member or 
the like therebetween. In this case, the spacer member 
is so formed as to light-block the outside of the ray- 
effective aperture, so that flare or the like can be 
effectively removed. 

In each of the ninth to thirteenth embodiments 
described above, for example, as shown in Fig. 23, when 
the interval between a surface vertex of the exit surface 
12 of the first prism PI and a surface vertex of the 
entrance surface 21 of the second prism P2, which form a 
minute air gap, is denoted by Dg, the interval Dg 
satisfies the following condition: 

0 < Dg < 0.1 (unit: mm) . 

If the interval Dg is larger than "0.1", it is 
difficult to suppress the occurrence of a double image 
(ghost) due to the reflection of a ray inside the minute 
air gap, and to suppress the variation of aberration on 
the viewfinder pupil plane due to the difference in 
optical path length from the exit surface of the first 
prism to the pupil plane between right and left portions 
of a viewfinder field. 
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Further, in order to suppress ghost and the 
variation of aberration and to obtain a good viewfinder 
field, it is preferable that the interval Dg is not 
grater than "0,04". In addition, in a case where the 
first prism and the second prism are made of a glass 
member, there arises a problem in due condensation if the 
minute air gap becomes too narrow. As a result, it is 
preferable that the interval Dg satisfies the following 
condition: 

0.02 < Dg < 0.04 (unit: mm). 

In each of the ninth to thirteenth embodiments 
described above, for example, as shown in Fig. 23, when 
an angle which the exit surface of the first prism and 
the entrance surface of the second prism, forming the 
minute air gap, make with each other is denoted by 6g, 
the angle 0g satisfies the following condition: 

0 1 < 0g < 50 T (unit: minute 1' = (1/60)°). 

If the angle 9g is larger than 50 f , the air gap 
on the side of a portion wider in the wedge shape becomes 
too large, so that it becomes difficult to correct 
decentering aberration. It is preferable that the angle 
0g satisfies the above-described condition while the 
interval Dg between vertexes of the exit surface of the 
first prism and the entrance surface of the second prism 
satisfies the above-described condition. 

Next, an optical apparatus having each of the 
viewfinder optical systems described above, according to 
an embodiment of the invention, is described with 
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reference to Figs. 29(A) and 29(B). 

Fig. 29(A) is a front view schematically showing 
the optical apparatus, and Fig. 29(B) is a side sectional 
view schematically showing the optical apparatus. In 
Figs. 29(A) and 29 (B) , reference character 81 denotes a 
body (casing) of the optical apparatus, reference 
character 82 denotes a photographing optical system, 
reference character 83 denotes a viewfinder optical 
system according to each of the above-described 
embodiments, and reference character 84 denotes a film 
serving as a photosensitive plane. 

By applying the viewfinder optical system 
according to each of the above-described embodiments to 
the optical apparatus, it is possible to realize a 
compact, high-performance optical apparatus. 

According to the invention, as has been 
described above, it is possible to attain a viewfinder 
optical system in which, when an object image formed via 
an objective lens system is converted into a non-inverted 
erecting image to be observed through an eyepiece lens, 
by utilizing an image inverting unit having a first 
transparent body and a second transparent body which are 
disposed with an interval put therebetween, the second 
transparent body having only a function of transmitting a 
ray of light, the shape of at least one surface of the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body is 
a rotationally-asymmetrical surface, so as to enable a 
good viewfinder image to be observed over the whole range 
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of a field of view, while suppressing decentering 
aberration. 

Further, according to the invention, it is 
possible to attain a viewfinder optical system which is 
small in size and is capable of making a good viewfinder 
image to be observed over the whole range of a field of 
view, while having a high viewfinder image magnification 
and a wide angle of view. 

Further, according to the embodiments described 
above, an exit surface of the first prism and an entrance 
surface of the second prism are disposed with a wedge- 
shaped minute air gap put therebetween, one end portion 
of the wedge-shaped minute air gap being narrower than 
the other end portion thereof, so that it is possible to 
prevent, as much as possible, decentering aberration, 
such as astigmatism or coma, and ghost from occurring due 
to the minute air gap, and it is possible to allow a good 
viewfinder image to be observed. 

In addition, one of the first prism and the 
second prism functions as an image inverting unit, or an 
image inverting unit is disposed, separately from the 
first prism and the second prism, so that it is possible 
to shorten an optical path from the primary image forming 
plane to the eyepiece lens, and it is possible to allow a 
good viewfinder image to be observed while the viewfinder 
optical system has a high magnification range and a wide 
angle of view despite the reduction of the size thereof. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A viewfinder optical system, comprising: 

an objective lens unit; 

an image inverting unit for converting an object 
image formed via said objective lens unit into a non- 
inverted erecting image; and 

an eyepiece lens unit for observing the non- 
inverted erecting image, 

wherein said image inverting unit comprises a 
first transparent body and a second transparent body 
which are disposed with an interval put therebetween, 
said second transparent body having only a function of 
transmitting a ray of light, and 

wherein the interval between said first 
transparent body and said second transparent body is not 
uniform, 

2. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

1, wherein at least one of a surface of said first 
transparent body and a surface of said second transparent 
body which are opposite to each other is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

3. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

2, wherein said first transparent body has a surface 
having only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and 
a surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
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light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 

4. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said second transparent body has a second 
entrance surface for transmitting a light flux coming 
from said objective lens unit, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface, 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the exit surface toward said eyepiece 
lens unit, 

5. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
4, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally- 
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asymmetrical surface . 

6. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from said objective lens unit, 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit . 

7. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
6, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally™ 
asymmetrical surface . 
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8. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said first transparent body consists of a 
first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said objective lens unit, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect, at 
least once, a light flux coming from the transmission 
surface to lead the reflected light flux to said eyepiece 
lens unit, 

9. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

8, wherein the second entrance surface is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 
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10. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from said objective lens unit, 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit to 
said eyepiece lens unit. 

11. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
10, wherein the second entrance surface is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface . 
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12. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a 
surface symmetrical with respect to a given direction. 

13. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
12, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a cylindrical surface having a predetermined curvature 
in a plane perpendicular to the X axis and having no 
curvature with respect to a direction of the X axis. 

14. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
12, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a toric surface in which a curvature in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis differs from a curvature in a 
plane perpendicular to the Y axis. 

15. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a surface having two curvatures in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis and having no curvature with 
respect to a direction of the X axis. 

16. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein the rotationally-asymmetrical surface has no 
axis of rotational symmetry. 
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17. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said first transparent body has a roof 
surface . 

18. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member has a 
roof surface. 

19. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
3, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member is 
made from a transparent body. 

20. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
1, wherein the interval between a surface of said first 
transparent body and a surface of said second transparent 
body which are opposite to each other varies 
monotonically . 

21. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
20, wherein each of the surface of said first transparent 
body and the surface of said second transparent body 
which are opposite to each other is a plane surface. 
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22. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

21, wherein said first transparent body has a surface 
having only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and 
a surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 

23. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

22, wherein said second transparent body has a second 
entrance surface for transmitting a light flux coming 
from said objective lens unit, and a transmission surface 
disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface, 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the exit surface toward said eyepiece 
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lens unit. 

24. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
23, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally- 
as ymmetrical surface . 

25. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from said objective lens unit, 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit . 
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26. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
25, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

27. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said first transparent body consists of a 
first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said objective lens unit, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect, at 
least once, a light flux coming from the transmission 
surface to lead the reflected light flux to said eyepiece 
lens unit. 
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28. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
27, wherein the second entrance surface is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface . 

29. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from said objective lens unit, 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit to 
said eyepiece lens unit. 
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30. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
29, wherein the second entrance surface is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 

31. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said first transparent body has a roof 
surface . 

32. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member has a 
roof surface. 

33. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
22, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member is 
made from a transparent body. 

34. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
21, wherein the surface of said first transparent body 
and the surface of said second transparent body which are 
opposite to each other are in contact with each other at 
a portion outside a ray-effective aperture. 
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35. A viewfincier optical system according to claim 
21, wherein the interval between the surface of said 
first transparent body and the surface of said second 
transparent body which are opposite to each other is set 
narrower toward a portion on a side of the larger one of 
angles which a ray of light incident on the interval 
makes with the interval. 

36. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
21, wherein one of the surface of said first transparent 
body and the surface of said second transparent body 
which are opposite to each other is provided with, 
outside a ray-effective aperture, a protrusion or a 
spacer member for setting the interval. 

37. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
21, wherein, when the interval between vertexes of the 
surface of said first transparent body and the surface of 
said second transparent body is denoted by Dg, the 
following condition is satisfied: 

0 < Dg < 0 . 1 mm. 

38. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
21, wherein, when an angle which the surface of said 
first transparent body and the surface of said second 
transparent body, constituting . the interval, make with 
each other is denoted by 6g, the following condition is 
satisfied with 1' being (1/60)°: 
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0 T < Og < 50 T . 



39. A viewfinder optical system, comprising: 
an objective lens unit; 

an image inverting unit for converting an object 
image formed via said objective lens unit into a non- 
inverted erecting image; and 

an eyepiece lens unit for observing the non- 
inverted erecting image, 

wherein said image inverting unit comprises a 
first transparent body and a second transparent body 
which are disposed with an interval put therebetween, 
said second transparent body having only a function of 
transmitting a ray of light, and 

wherein at least one of surfaces of said first 
transparent body and said second transparent body is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface . 

40. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

39, wherein said first transparent body has a surface 
having only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and 
a surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 

41. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 

40, wherein said second transparent body has a second 
entrance surface for transmitting a light flux coming 
from said objective lens unit, and a transmission surface 
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disposed at an acute angle with the second entrance 
surface, 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the exit surface toward said eyepiece 
lens unit. 

42 A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
41, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

43 ♦ A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from said objective lens unit, 
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wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member and a transmission 
surface disposed at an acute angle with the second 
entrance surface, and 

wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the transmission surface and the first entrance 
surface and arranged to allow a light flux coming from 
the transmission surface to enter the first entrance 
surface, a reflecting surface arranged to reflect a light 
flux coming from the first entrance surface toward the 
first entrance surface, a total-reflection surface 
provided at a part of the first entrance surface and 
arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming from the 
reflecting surface, and an exit surface arranged to allow 
a light flux coming from the total-reflection surface to 
exit . 

44. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
43, wherein the transmission surface is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

45. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said first transparent body consists of a 
first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said objective lens unit, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
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from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit, and 

wherein said image inverting unit further 
comprises a reflecting member arranged to reflect, at 
least once, a light flux coming from the transmission 
surface to lead the reflected light flux to said eyepiece 
lens unit. 

46. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
45, wherein the second entrance surface is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface . 

47. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect, at least once, a 
light flux coming from the objective lens unit, 
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wherein said first transparent body consists of 
a first entrance surface for transmitting a light flux 
coming from said reflecting member, a total-reflection 
surface arranged to totally reflect a light flux coming 
from the first entrance surface, a reflecting surface 
arranged to reflect a light flux coming from the total- 
reflection surface toward the total-reflection surface, 
and an exit surface provided at a part of the total- 
reflection surface and arranged to allow a light flux 
coming from the reflecting surface to exit, and 

wherein said second transparent body has a 
second entrance surface disposed with the interval put 
between the exit surface and the second entrance surface 
and arranged to allow a light flux coming from the exit 
surface to enter the second entrance surface, and a 
transmission surface disposed at an acute angle with the 
second entrance surface and arranged to allow a light 
flux coming from the second entrance surface to exit to 
said eyepiece lens unit. 

48. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
47, wherein the second entrance surface is a 
rotationally-asymmetrical surface . 

49. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein the rotationally-asymmetrical surface is a 
surface symmetrical with respect to a given direction. 
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50. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
49, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a cylindrical surface having a predetermined curvature 
in a plane perpendicular to the X axis and having no 
curvature with respect to a direction of the X axis, 

51. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
49, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a toric surface in which a curvature in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis differs from a curvature in a 
plane perpendicular to the Y axis. 

52. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein, when Cartesian coordinates using X, Y and Z 
axes are adopted, the rotationally-asymmetrical surface 
is a surface having two curvatures in a plane 
perpendicular to the X axis and having no curvature with 
respect to a direction of the X axis. 

53. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein the rotationally-asymmetrical surface has no 
axis of rotational symmetry. 

54. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said first transparent body has a roof 
surface . 
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55. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member has a 
roof surface. 

56. A viewfinder optical system according to claim 
40, wherein said image inverting unit further comprises a 
reflecting member arranged to reflect a ray of light 
differently from said first transparent body and said 
second transparent body, and said reflecting member is 
made from a transparent body. 

57. An optical apparatus, comprising: 

a viewfinder optical system according to claim 

1 ; and 

a casing holding said viewfinder optical system. 

58. An optical apparatus according to claim 57, 
wherein at least one of a surface of said first 
transparent body and a surface of said second transparent 
body which are opposite to each other is a rotationally- 
asymmetrical surface . 

59. An optical apparatus according to claim 58, 
wherein said first transparent body has a surface having 
only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and a 
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surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 

60. An optical apparatus according to claim 57, 
wherein the interval between a surface of said first 
transparent body and a surface of said second transparent 
body which are opposite to each other varies 
monotonically . 

61. An optical apparatus according to claim 60, 
wherein each of the surface of said first transparent 
body and the surface of said second transparent body 
which are opposite to each other is a plane surface. 

62. An optical apparatus according to claim 61, 
wherein said first transparent body has a surface having 
only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and a 
surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 

63. An optical apparatus, comprising: 

a viewfinder optical system according to claim 

39; and 

a casing holding said viewfinder optical system. 

64. An optical apparatus according to claim 63, 
wherein said first transparent body has a surface having 
only a function of reflecting a ray of light, and a 
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surface having both a function of reflecting a ray of 
light and a function of transmitting a ray of light. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



A viewfinder optical system includes an 
objective lens unit, an image inverting unit for 
converting an object image formed via the objective lens 
unit into a non-inverted erecting image, and an eyepiece 
lens unit for observing the non-inverted erecting image, 
wherein the image inverting unit comprises a first 
transparent body and a second transparent body which are 
disposed with an interval put therebetween, the second 
transparent body having only a function of transmitting a 
ray of light, and wherein the interval between the first 
transparent body and the second transparent body is not 
uniform. Further, a viewfinder optical system includes 
an objective lens unit, an image inverting unit for 
converting an object image formed via the objective lens 
unit into a non-inverted erecting image, and an eyepiece 
lens unit for observing the non-inverted erecting image, 
wherein the image inverting unit comprises a first 
transparent body and a second transparent body which are 
disposed with an interval put therebetween, the second 
transparent body having only a function of transmitting a 
ray of light, and wherein at least one of surfaces of the 
first transparent body and the second transparent body is 
a rotationally-asymmetrical surface. 
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